
 

 
Local Plan 

Publication Stage Representation 
Form 

 

Ref: 

 

 

(For 

official 

use only)  

 

Name of the Local Plan to which this 

representation relates: 

 Welwyn Hatfield Borough 

Council 

 
 

Please return to Welwyn Hatfield Council (localplanconsultation@welhat.gov.uk 

BY 18:00/ 05 November/2026  
 

Please note that your comments, including your name, will be made publicly available as 

part of the consultation record. Personal contact details will not be published, and your 

data will be held in line with the Council’s data protection policies. 

 

 

This form has two parts – 

Part A – Personal Details:  need only be completed once. 
Part B – Your representation(s).  Please fill in a separate sheet for each representation 

you wish to make. 

 

Part A 
 

1. Personal Details*      

2. Agent’s Details (if 

applicable) 
*If an agent is appointed, please complete only the Title, Name and Organisation (if applicable) 
boxes below but complete the full contact details of the agent in 2.   
 

Title  Mr     

   

First Name  Chris     

   

Last Name  Berry     

   

Job Title   Planning Manager     
(where relevant)  

Organisation   CPRE Hertfordshire     
(where relevant)  

Address Line 1  31a Church Street     

   

Line 2  Welwyn     

   

Line 3  Hertfordshire     

   

Line 4       

   

Post Code  AL6 9LW     

mailto:localplanconsultation@welhat.gov.uk


   

Telephone Number  01438 717587     

   

E-mail Address  planning@cpreherts.org.uk     
(where relevant)  

 

Part B – Please use a separate sheet for each 

representation 
 

Name or Organisation: 

 

3. To which part of the Local Plan does this representation relate? 
 

Paragraph Pages 16  

to 19  

Policy Vision and 
Objectives 
 

Site 

Allocation 

Reference 

 

 

Policies Map (State the Designation)__________________________ 

 

4. Do you consider the Local Plan is  : 

4.(1) Legally compliant 

 

4.(2) Sound 

Yes 

 

Yes  

 

 
 

No      

 

No 

 

 

 X 

             

Please mark ‘x’ as appropriate 

 
5. Please give details of why you consider the Local Plan is not legally compliant or 

is unsound. Please be as precise as possible. 

If you wish to support the legal compliance or soundness of the Local Plan please 

also use this box to set out your comments.  
 

The Vision and Objectives effectively ignore the functions and potential use of the 
countryside other than for development, and this devalues significantly the 
legitimacy and relevance of the Local Plan as a whole.  Sustainable development as 
identified in the National Planning Policy Framework requires the balanced 
consideration of economic, social and environmental objectives, and the emphasis on 
economic objectives and subsequent lack of detailed consideration of other issues 
jeopardises the soundness of the Plan. 
 
A recent survey by More in Common on behalf of CPRE (Fieldwork: Public attitudes 
toward the British countryside, housing and the future of the Green Belt Feb 2026) 
emphasises the importance that the public gives to the countryside and its 
protection.  In concentrating almost totally on economic and growth objectives to 
the exclusion of the potential contribution and benefits of the countryside, the Draft 
Local Plan fails to respond to the concerns and aspirations of local communities and 
is therefore unsound.  
 



The principal objective of ameliorating climate change is mentioned briefly and 
inadequately without the definition of any policy development other than general 
aspiration.    

(expand box if necessary) 
6.  Please set out the modification(s) you consider necessary to make the Local 

Plan legally compliant and sound, in respect of any legal compliance or soundness 

matters you have identified at 5 above.  You will need to say why each 

modification will make the Local Plan legally compliant or sound.  It will be helpful 

if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording of any policy or 

text. Please be as precise as possible. 
 

 

Additional drafting and content in recognition of the contribution of the countryside 

to the future well-being of residents and businesses in the Borough 

 
 
 

 

 

Please note: In your representation you should provide succinctly all the 

evidence and supporting information necessary to support your representation 

and your suggested modification(s).  You should not assume that you will have a 

further opportunity to make submissions. 
After this stage, further submissions may only be made if invited by the 

Inspector, based on the matters and issues he or she identifies for 

examination. 

 

7. If your representation is seeking a modification to the plan, do you consider it 

necessary to participate in examination hearing session(s)? 

 

 

  

No, I do not wish to  
participate in  

hearing session(s) 

Yes 

Yes, I wish to 

participate in  
hearing session(s) 

 

Please note that while this will provide an initial indication of your wish to 

participate in hearing session(s), you may be asked at a later point to confirm 

your request to participate. 
 

8.  Please indicate whether you wish to be notified of any of the following: 

 
The submission of the Local Plan for independent examination  

 
The publication of the person appointed to carry out independent examination 

 
The adoption of the Local Plan 

 

9.    If you wish to participate in the hearing session(s), please outline why you 

consider this to be necessary: 

 

X 

X 

X 



 

 

To explain CPRE Hertfordshire concerns relating to the above matters in order to 
ensure that full consideration is given to the value of the countryside.    
 

 

 

 

 

Please note the Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to 

adopt to hear those who have indicated that they wish to participate in  
hearing session(s).  You may be asked to confirm your wish to participate when 

the Inspector has identified the matters and issues for examination. 

 


