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LOCAL NATURE RESERVES

At Natural England, we work to conserve and enhance England’s natural environment and its rich
biodiversity. We believe contact with nature is vital for wellbeing and quality of life, and that everyone
should be able to benefit.

As accessible green spaces close to where people live, Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) can help achieve
that.

Not only do they support and protect habitats and species, they allow people to get close to nature and
appreciate the contribution it makes to their quality of life.

LNRs are places to play, learn and explore that can also deliver significant physical and mental health
benefits. They are typically close to where people live, and can be reached on foot, bicycle or bus.

They can be ancient woodland or industrial brownfield; part of urban parks or windswept moorland;
rivers and streams or lakes and marshes. Even disused quarries, railway cuttings and road verges can be
LNRs.

They give individuals and communities a range of ways to get involved in the natural environment; be it
wildlife watching, fossil collecting, green gyms or running - there’s something for everyone.

Big or small, out in the countryside or deep in the city, LNRs are good for people and good for wildlife.

Section 21 of the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 gives local authorities the power
to acquire, declare and manage nature reserves. The term ‘Local Nature Reserve’ is not used in the Act
but this has become the term in common usage for nature reserves managed by local authorities in
accordance with the Act.

The responsibility for selecting, acquiring and making arrangements for management of these reserves
lies with local authorities. Section 21(6) of the Act says that a local authority can only declare an LNR after
consultation with Natural England.

It should be noted that comments about site selection and management are simply our advice. Natural
England has no mandatory powers over selection or declaration, but local authorities must consult us in
exercising their powers under Section 21.

This guidance outlines the purpose, selection, establishment and declaration of LNRs. It is intended
principally for Natural England and local authority staff, but it may also be of interest to others such
as community groups and nature conservation organisations.

Promotional leaflets Nature is your Neighbour and Local Nature Reserves: places for people and wildlife
are available here.


http://naturalengland.etraderstores.com/NaturalEnglandShop/publications/designated%20areas-local%20nature%20reserves

Natural England’s view

Natural England sees LNRs as an important way to achieve its goal of maintaining England’s rich natural
heritage, and giving people access to places where they can enjoy that heritage.

LNRs are an essential part of the country’s green infrastructure. They are an important way to enhance
and conserve nature and ecosystem services - the services nature provides to benefit people - against
threats like climate change, declining biodiversity and lack of access.

Natural England would like to see more local authorities establish LNRs and would expect that Open
Space, Green Space or Green Infrastructure strategies capture LNR sites as an important part of their
natural greenspace provision.

LNRs are covered by Natural England’s Accessible Natural Greenspace Standard (ANGSt). Ideally, they
should form part of a network of LNRs and other accessible green spaces that help to meet the ANGSt
standard, which seeks a minimum of 1 ha of LNR per 1000 head of population.

More information can be found in the Accessible Natural Greenspace Guidance Nature
Nearby here.

Getting the most from LNRs

Natural England believes that well managed LNRs provide places that can inspire people to value
and conserve the natural environment.

The natural environment is there for everyone to enjoy, learn and gain benefits from, particularly
for their health and wellbeing. Communities should be able to play a leading role in helping to
conserve the natural environment particularly on their doorstep. There should be the widest
range of access opportunities available to provide experiences that appeal to all abilities and
backgrounds.

A key aim for local authorities and their partners is to provide an integrated network of easily
accessible green spaces where people can engage with the natural environment and get
involved. These should be connected by routes that enable visitors to choose low carbon,
environmentally sustainable forms of transport to access them.

LNRs play a key role in engaging and involving communities, especially children, in securing
healthy places where they want to live. They can also help local authorities meet their
biodiversity duty under Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act
2006, and Local Area Agreement targets across a wide range of national indicators.

Further information on what Natural England wants to see happen is outlined in our positions,
which are available here.


http://naturalengland.etraderstores.com/NaturalEnglandShop/product.aspx?ProductID=887a3e18-5296-4f1f-ae0c-15e02debf0e5
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/position/positionstatements/default.aspx

Natural England’s overall objective is to maintain and enrich the characteristic wildlife and natural
features that comprise England’s natural heritage. The Character Areas we have defined give a
framework to which these broad objectives can be related. Environmental sustainability and
biodiversity are the guiding principles - we should pass on to future generations a heritage at least as
rich and diverse and widespread as we inherited. Local Nature Reserves continue to be important in
achieving these goals.

We wish to see local authorities use the powers given to them in Section 21 of the National Parks
and Access to the Countryside Act, 1949 more extensively than they do at present. LNRs should be
an important part of any local authority plan. Natural England staff should encourage declaration of
suitable sites as LNRs and help make sure that the right management is given to them.

Benefits for local authorities

Declaring an LNR offers many benefits for local authorities such as improving local quality of life, health
and wellbeing.

An LNR creates new spaces for education, enjoyment and recreation, helps attract visitors and preserves
links with the local community’s past.

It safeguards local ecosystem services - the benefits nature provides for people - such as reducing
carbon in the atmosphere or absorbing surface water.

Protecting and enhancing the natural heritage is also a key part of building sustainable communities.
Declaring an LNR draws attention to the land’s nature conservation and recreation interest, and provides
a positive use for land that might otherwise be perceived as available for development.

These multiple benefits mean that LNRs can make a substantial contribution to meeting the aspirations
of Local Strategic Partnerships.

In addition, LNR staff are often highly competent ecologists who can be called upon to offer local
authorities advice on ecological issues.


http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/landscape/englands/character/areas/default.aspx

CASE STORY:
Sharrow School Green Roof LNR, Sheffield
High class education

The Sharrow School Green Roof is the first LNR in the
country to be located on top of a building.

Created in 2007, the 2,000 sq m green roof was
designed to represent the variety of habitats found
in Sheffield.

These range from Peak District limestone grassland
and wildflower meadows, to urban brownfield sites
and a wetland area with a small pond.

Bird tables and insect feeders attract wildlife, and
there is even a dead tree for birds to perch in and
insects to burrow into.

A webcam and weather station have also been
installed to provide research and education
opportunities.

Find out more about this LNR here.

Lynn Crowe from Natural England presenting

a plaque to Lynne Ley the head teacher.

Also pictured (L-R): Cath Basilio (the school’s
architect), Jeff Lunn from Natural England, Colin
Havard (chair of the school’s governors), Cllr
Shaffag Mohammed and Mary Bagley (Head of
SCC's Parks and Countryside Service).
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www.sheffield.gov.uk/out--about/parks-woodlands--countryside/local-nature-reserves/sharrow-school-green-roof

SELECTION OF AN LNR
Defining a Local Nature Reserve

A Local Nature Reserve (LNR) is a protected area of land designated by a local authority because of its
local special natural interest and, where possible, educational and community value.

Legislative requirements

Schedule 11 (12) of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006, which replaced Section 15
of the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949, describes a ‘nature reserve’ as:

m land managed solely for a conservation purpose, or

m land managed not only for a conservation purpose but also for a recreational purpose, if the
management of the land for the recreational purpose does not compromise its management for
the conservation purpose.

Land is managed for a conservation purpose if it is managed for:

m providing, under suitable conditions and control, special opportunities for the study of, and
research into, matters relating to the fauna and flora of Great Britain and the physical conditions
in which they live, and for the study of geological and physiographical features of special interest
in the area; or

m preserving flora, fauna, or geological or physiographical features of special interest in the area or
for both these purposes.

Land is managed for a recreational purpose if it is managed for the purpose of providing opportunities
for the enjoyment of nature or for open-air recreation.

Natural England recommendations
Natural England believes LNRs should be:

m Of high value locally for environmental education and/or research.
People are more likely to be aware of and value the natural environment when they can
experience it at first hand in places such as LNRs.

m Of high natural interest locally.
LNRs can help safeguard not just rare but also more common, locally valued species, habitats
and geodiversity. They can play an important part in Local Biodiversity Action Plans and Local
Geodiversity Action Plans.

m Of reasonable natural interest and of high value locally for enjoyment of nature by the public.
Natural England recommends that everyone should have an accessible greenspace of 2 ha within
300 m of home; at least one accessible 20 ha site within 5 km of home; at least one accessible 100 ha site
within 5 km of home; and at least one 500 ha site within 10 km of home. LNRs can contribute to these
targets and the ANGSt standard of a minimum of 1 ha of LNR per 1000 head of population.

They can also play an important part in sustainable development initiatives.



Other criteria to consider

The Natural England LNR Visitor Standards set out what an LNR should offer to provide a quality
experience for visitors. A table summarising the standards is provided in Appendix 4.

The following criteria should also be considered:

Is the site the focus of local community interest and concern, or does it have the potential to
capture people’s imagination? Have local people (both those living and working nearby, and
interested groups and users) been involved in the selection process?

Will interested communities be involved in steering the site’s development, management and
monitoring?

Is the site reasonably close to schools, community education centres and/or field study centres?
Will there be opportunities for local schools to get involved and for schemes such as the Forest
School programme or a Watch group to be set up?

Are there areas where children are welcome to play?
Is the site in an area generally lacking in publicly accessible natural heritage?

Is there some public access - rights of approach, entry or use that are legally defined or
established through long-standing use? Is the site linked to wider public access networks, green
networks, other open spaces, etc?

Is it safe and physically easy to get into and around the site, accepting that access to highly
sensitive areas may need to be restricted wholly or periodically?

Can people enjoy the access rights and feel comfortable about using the site, for example without
fear of crime?

Can people get to the site by active and public transport?

Does the site have, or could it have, car parking, and provision for safe delivery and pick-up for
educational visits?

Does the site lend itself to being a safe educational resource, for example with good site
interpretation, without adversely affecting its special interest?

Is the site safeguarded, notably through the development plan process, or can safeguarding be
included in the next Local Plan revision?

Has the site been (or is it likely to be) identified of local importance in the Local Biodiversity Action
Plan or Local Geodiversity Action Plan?

Are there any implications for neighbouring areas, or other sites or facilities?

Is the site’s future secured for some time? There is limited benefit in investing resources in an LNR
that will be de-declared and subsumed into the development cycle in the short, or perhaps even
medium-term.

What is the existing use of the site and how can this be taken into account when planning the
LNR development? Will alternative provision have to be made, and will there be an overall public
benefit?

Is the site a viable management unit with appropriate access for management, etc?

What are the likely costs to be incurred during the life-cycle of the LNR (including initial
developmental, establishment, staffing costs, etc), and has provision been made for these?



Do LNRs have to have a visitor centre?

10

A. No, LNRs do not have to have a visitor centre and although the majority of sites do not have
one, those that do, provide facilities for longer visits and better educational use of the LNR.

10

Can an LNR include buildings, for example a visitor/education centre on site?

A. Yes, provided they add to the value of the LNR, do not detract from the peaceful enjoyment of
the site and are normally less than 5 per cent in area of the site.

Size of an LNR
How big should an LNR be?

There is no definitive answer. The site should be of a minimum size to support a viable ecological
interest and have the capacity to support public use. Anecdotal evidence suggests that any site less than
2 ha is probably unable to withstand heavy, multiple uses. However the size will depend to some extent
on adjacent land uses and the degree of isolation of the site from other sites of similar character. Small
sites can be very important if no larger sites are available in the local neighbourhood. Some geological
sites can also work well as small sites.

Will it need a buffer zone?

Buffer zones are not essential but can be very useful. They are usually areas of lower value than the
reserve. They can lie:

m within the LNR boundary. For example, land necessary to manage access such as a car park;
reserve centres that serve important functions for the reserve; or agricultural land that supports
species of special interest in the reserve; or

B adjacent to the boundary. For example, to absorb potentially damaging recreation pressures, or
wildlife corridors connecting LNRs to green networks.

Buffer zones can also lie outside the LNR, for example the control of the whole of a water catchment
may be needed to conserve a pool or wetland in the reserve.

0. What happens when there is a proposed development on an LNR?

A. If thereis a proposed development on an LNR that will have an impact on the site and/or if the
development is likely to result in part or all of the LNR being de-declared, then Natural England
must be consulted. Examples of developments include sports facilities, medical facilities,
housing, travellers’ sites and environment centres.



CASE STORY:
Wick Golden Valley LNR, South Gloucestershire
Accessible biodiversity

Once the site of an ochre processing factory, the Wick
Golden Valley LNR has become a haven for wildlife.

Aydeigoyoyd sdif|iyd |12N ©

The remnants of its industrial past are now hidden among
a variety of habitats including mature woodland, scrub
and limestone grassland.

The River Boyd also runs through the site, providing a
corridor for birds such as kingfishers and dippers, and
also supporting otters and a wide variety of fish and
aquatic life.

Other wildlife includes tawny owls, peregrine falcons and
eight species of bats.

Much of the LNR is fully accessible. There are way-marked
trails and an award-winning bat audio trail to lead visitors
around the site.

The site is managed by South Gloucestershire Council in
partnership with landowner Cemex and the active Friends
of Wick Golden Valley, who run bat walks and other
events throughout the year.

Aydeigojoyd sdijjiyd [12N ©

Find out more about this LNR here.
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www.southglos.gov.uk/wickgoldenvalley

STEPS TO ESTABLISHING AN LNR

This section describes some of the actions typically required to establish an LNR. These are summarised
in the diagrams on page 12 and in Appendix 8.

Securing local authority legal interest in the land

Under the 1949 Act, the local authority must first have or acquire a legal interest in the land in question
(see Appendix 1) through ownership, lease or an agreement with the owners and occupiers involved (for
agreement examples see Appendices 6 and 7).

The local authority making the declaration must also have jurisdiction over the area in which the
proposed reserve lies. A local authority owning land in a second local authority’s area can only declare
the land an LNR if powers are delegated to it by the second local authority. For sites that extend across a
local authority boundary, a joint declaration may be made by two local authorities.

Definition of a local authority

Local authorities are defined in the Local Government Act, 1972, Section 270. It says ‘local authority’
means: ‘a county council, the Greater London Council, a district council, a London borough council or a
parish or community council’

While local government restructuring has led to changes in the principal councils’ titles, the broad
sweep of the definition is clear. Under Section 101 any principal local authority may delegate, by mutual
agreement, its functions under Section 21 of the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act, 1949
to a parish, town or community council (or indeed to any other local authority).

Agreements and leases

Section 16 of the Act sets out the basis for agreements needed to ensure the management of the land as
a nature reserve.

If the land is subject to a tenancy, both owner and tenant must be parties to the agreement. Such
agreements can also be made with, for example, non-government nature conservation organisations
that wish to see their reserves officially recognised as LNRs (see Appendix 6).

Examples of agreements are given in Appendix 6 and 7, though such formal agreements may not be
necessary. However an agreement must, as a minimum, give the local authority a legal interest in
the land, set out who is responsible for doing what, and be clear about what is being agreed to the
satisfaction of all sides’ legal advisors.

Freehold, leasehold and agreements all give a legal interest in land that is adequate for a local authority

to declare an LNR. The distinction is that freehold and leasehold confer title to land whereas an
agreement does not.

Local authorities may enter into agreements with drainage authorities in the execution of any powers

available to the councils under the 1949 Act (Section 21 (5)); and may contribute toward the expenditure
by the drainage authorities.

0. What is the normal length of lease for an LNR?

A. There is no set length but the longer the better. In practice the normal minimum length of lease is
21 years. (Some funding bodies such as the National Lottery will ask for a 25 year lease agreement).



Compulsory purchase

The 1949 Act gives powers of compulsory purchase to local authorities to establish LNRs. However,
compulsory purchase can only be used where the local authority is satisfied that it cannot arrive at a
satisfactory agreement on reasonable terms, and has exhausted all other reasonable means to secure
the reserve.

Compulsory purchase can also be employed when a breach of a nature reserve agreement prevents
or jeopardizes the proper management of an LNR. This power is subject to the normal limitations and
dispute procedures that apply to local authority compulsory purchase.

If compulsory purchase is involved, then a principal local authority must carry this out on behalf of the
parish or community councils, under Sections 124 and 125 of the Local Government Act, 1972.

Main steps in setting up an LNR
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Setting up a management advisory committee

The parties involved in identifying, evaluating, declaring and managing the LNR may form a group to
help steer the process, which is often termed the management advisory committee.

It could typically comprise representatives of the local authority, the local community, and potential
users of the LNR, which may include environmental or other local interest groups. Ideally a management
advisory committee should be established early on in the process of declaring an LNR.

Where schools are major users, it may be worthwhile setting up a junior management board, made up
of young people elected by their schools to ensure their needs and ideas are fed into the management
of the reserve.

Declaration

Section 19 of the 1949 Act sets out the procedures for declaration (and de-declaration) of nature reserves.
Declaration establishes formal proof of the LNR and informs the public of the LNR’s existence.

The local authority makes a declaration that:

1 thelandis subject to an agreement entered into with them or has been acquired and is held by the
authority; and

2 theland is being managed as a nature reserve.

If the agreement should end or the land to which the declaration relates ceases to be held by the local
authority, it should make a declaration of this.

An example of a declaration is included at Appendix 1, and a specimen public notice in Appendix 2.
These can be varied to suit the circumstances.

Before an LNR is formally declared, Natural England asks that the local authority making the declaration
gives Natural England the opportunity to formally welcome the proposal. Although there is no statutory
requirement to do so, it gives Natural England an opportunity to provide advice about the site and any
possible issues.

The local authority may execute the declaration document in the same way that it executes any legal
agreement. It is strongly recommended that any document of declaration is attached to or accompanies
a map that shows accurately the boundaries of the LNR in order to avoid confusion. This is not a legal
requirement but has been adopted by Natural England following best practice in the case of National
Nature Reserves.

Notice of the declaration should be published in the best way that informs local and relevant people,
including posting a notice up at the site entrance. Certified copies of any declaration may also be kept
for public inspection in appropriate local authority offices and public libraries. This fact is usually
advertised by a public notice in local and, where appropriate, national newspapers.

Upon declaration, Natural England would like to add all LNRs to a national database and LNR website.
A list of required information is included as Appendix 9, and should be considered throughout the
declaration process.

Extensions and boundary changes

Extensions or boundary changes to an existing LNR follow the same procedure. If there are existing
byelaws on the site then these will have to be amended to reflect the boundary changes.



De-declaration

If any part of an LNR needs to be de-declared, for example, because land has been lost to a road-
widening scheme on the boundary, Natural England must be consulted. Section 19 (3) of the 1949 Act
specifically provides for this contingency, which should be pursued only as a matter of necessity.

0. Can a common or other accessible green space be declared as an LNR?

A. Yes, where the declaring authority has a legal interest in the site. ‘Ownerless’ commons and green
spaces can be adopted by a local authority to obtain a legal interest in the site and can then be
declared as LNRs.

0. Can brownfield or created/artificial sites be declared as LNRs?

A. Yes, as long as the sites have some wildlife and/or geological interest or have the potential to
improve with correct management. These sites are often important to local people for access
to local ‘natural’ green spaces close to their homes. They are also valuable sites for formal and
informal education and learning.

0. Can agricultural land or orchards be declared as LNRs?

A. Yes, provided there is some wildlife and/or geological interest and the site has access to the
public. Some of these sites form important links to more ‘wild’ sites and form part of a valuable
mosaic of habitats. Old orchards are important historically and often have good nature
conservation value. New community orchards can be declared as LNRs.

National Nature Reserves

Although beyond the scope of this document, it should be noted that Section 35 (1) of the Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981 gives Natural England the powers to declare as a National Nature Reserve
(NNR) any land of national importance to nature conservation which is held by an approved body
and managed by them as a nature reserve.

A local authority can be an approved body. Therefore, where the land concerned is of national
importance and is being managed as a nature reserve (informal or statutory), an NNR label can be
applied to it while the authority retains direct control over management. When an LNR is declared
an NNR, then it must be de-declared as an LNR.



CASE STORY:
Troopers Hill LNR, Bristol
An urban breath of fresh air

High on a hillside, overlooking Bristol and the River
Avon, Troopers Hill LNR is one of the most spectacular
wildlife spots in the city.

It mixes industrial heritage - the site was quarried for
many years and contains two listed chimneys - with an
acid-soil habitat that is unique in Bristol.

These soils have encouraged a wide range of plants to
flourish, including bell heather, ling and broom.

Many small invertebrates also live in the LNR’s
grassland and heathland, including species of national
importance.

As well as butterflies, crickets, lizards and mining bees,
the site also attracts many birds.

The LNR has an active group of volunteers, Friends
of Troopers Hill, who organise events and maintain a
website.

Find out more about this LNR here.
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http://troopers-hill.org.uk/

CONSULTATION WITH NATURAL ENGLAND

Under Section 21 of the 1949 Act, a local authority may only declare an LNR after consultation with
Natural England.

Ideally, Natural England local staff should be consulted informally at an early stage so that any problems
can be ironed out before a formal consultation is made. If the LNR is an SSSI, then the local Natural
England officer should be involved from the start.

Natural England has a lot of experience in the management of nature reserves and local Natural England
staff can advise on management methods and costs, as well as providing advice on the special natural
interest of the site if needed and how it can be managed for access.

Where formal consultation is concerned, there is a legal point to consider. It is likely that by
‘consultation with Natural England’, the 2006 Act means Natural England and not its officers. As a fail-
safe legal mechanism, Natural England’s chief executive has formally delegated authority to its advisers
(Area and Regional teams) to respond to consultations on Natural England’s behalf.

The Act does not specify when or what form a consultation should take. However when being formally
consulted, Natural England requires:

A statement outlining why the site was selected

A map

Tenure details

An outline management plan setting out a brief description of the site aims and objectives

- including actual or potential biodiversity management, opportunities to be realised for
environmental education and community participation, arrangements for access and visitor
management - and the management arrangements and initial management priorities

m Outline costs and funding arrangements

A full checklist is at Appendix 3.

If there is no consultation with Natural England it could be argued that the 1949 Act’s statutory
requirements have not been met and it is possible that any declaration and associated byelaws could be
declared invalid.


http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/designatedareas/sssi/default.aspx

Consultation process

Informal discussions about the possibility of an LNR designation between Natural England and
local authority.

Natural England staff ensure that local authority knows and adheres to the proper procedures for
declaration, in particular that a legal interest is held in the land prior to declaration.

Local authority decides to proceed.

The Natural England chief executive asks Natural England’s local team advisers to consult directly
with the local authority on its behalf.

A formal letter is sent by the local authority to Natural England’s appropriate team adviser
outlining the proposal and seeking Natural England’s views.

Local Natural England team seeks any guidance it needs from specialist teams. Where proposals
are particularly complex, controversial or innovative, the case may be referred to the Area
Manager or Regional Director.

The local team adviser confirms to the local authority that the consultation is complete and

makes necessary advice and comments. The team adviser’s letter should begin: ‘Natural England
confirms that it has been consulted about your proposal to declare...the name of the site]...a
Nature Reserve under the provisions of Sections 19 and 21 of the National Parks and Access to the
Countryside Act 1949 (as amended). The requirement for consultation contained in Section 21 (6) of
that Act has therefore been met!

Local team asks to be informed once the LNR has been declared and to receive a set of declaration

papers and a map. This information is then placed in the Natural England database and website.
More detailed information on the site to be sent to Natural England at a later date.

LNR management plans
As good practice, Natural England would ideally like to comment on a basic management plan.

Production of a plan is not a legislative requirement but the site has to be managed as a nature reserve
when it is declared as an LNR.

Natural England recommends that within one year of a declaration, a reasonably comprehensive
management plan should be prepared. Natural England staff are able to advise on suitable formats for
management plans.

A more detailed explanation and example of an outline management plan can be found in Appendix 5.
There are also links to management plans in some of the case stories.

0. How long are management plans for?

A. LNR management plans normally cover five years but can be shorter, for example three years
or annual, or even as long as 20 years. To be useful as working documents, they should be
reviewed annually.



CASE STORY: Ferndown LNR, Stafford
Motorway meadows

Ferndown LNR is 6.5 ha of amenity grassland and scrub near the M6 in Clayton, Newcastle-
under-Lyme.

Declared an LNR in 2008 and managed by Stafford Borough Council, a large amount of habitat
creation has taken place, aided by the local Friends Of group.

Rare species found on site include the White Letter Hairstreak butterfly and the Broad-leaved
Helleborine orchid.

Funded by a £10,000 Breathing Spaces lottery grant, meadow restoration works have
successfully transformed rough grassland into species rich meadows featuring rare arable
plants including Field Gromwell.

The work has been so
successful that the site is now
entered into a Higher Level
Stewardship agreement to
manage the meadows.

Find out more about this
LNR here.
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www.staffordbc.gov.uk/static/page6297.htm

MANAGEMENT OF LNRs

Good management is essential and can increase, often substantially, the value of a site’s access
opportunities, wildlife or geological interest.

Where educational use and public enjoyment are concerned, high quality management is essential to
get the best from the site for habitats, species and local communities. In addition to management of
habitats and natural features, interpretive materials and well planned, clearly defined footpaths have
important parts to play.

Site-based staff and trained volunteers can be particularly effective in maintaining and enhancing site
values. On heavily used sites, staff operating from a reserve centre with general interpretative facilities
and classroom(s) can help maximise the benefits to the community.

Many LNRs are used extensively by schools. LNR managers should seek the involvement of the
education authority in helping to ensure that the potential of the LNR is realised, that its facilities are
adequate, and that National Curriculum targets are understood and served, and that site staff have
opportunities for relevant training. An annual mailing of basic literature about LNRs in the area should
also go to all local schools.

LNR management should maintain the features that give the site its special interest. Where the purpose
of the LNR is to give special opportunities for study or research, then the maintenance or improvement
of these opportunities should be a main aim.

Thus the definition of management objectives and the development of working programmes are
important from the outset. In-house ecologists or organisations such as the Wildlife Trust can help as
well as Natural England staff.

The Best of Both Worlds website offers ideas on how to pro-actively manage nature sites for people and
nature conservation. Find out more here.

0. Do LNRs have to be managed?

A. Yes, under the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 and the Natural
Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006, the definition of an LNR is land managed as a
nature reserve or for a conservation purpose, implying that LNRs are managed. When local
authorities declare an LNR they take on the duty of care to manage and look after the site. This
can be done directly by the local authority or through a management agreement with another
organisation such as a wildlife trust, Friends Of group, or community group.

0. Should Natural England be consulted about work proposed on site?

A. There is a statutory requirement for consultation under Section 28 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981, where an LNR is also an SSSI.

If the LNR is not an SSSI then there is no mandatory requirement for Natural England to be
consulted about work on the site or about changes in management.

Only when Natural England feels the need to intervene, would it ask for formal consultation
over site management. For example, if there was a risk that the work might threaten the site’s
compliance with the 1949 and 2006 Act definitions of a nature reserve.


http://www.bobw.co.uk/Default.aspx?page=Management%20Plans15359

Managing access

Declaration of a site as an LNR does not give the public an automatic right of access. However, high
quality access will make the most of an LNR’s benefits, where there is no detriment to habitat or species.

A policy on access is desirable at an early stage and as part of the management plan.

The policy may range from applying strict controls on access to providing specified areas of open access
with information centres, observation hides, nature trails, and facilities for people with special needs
and car parks.

The policy adopted will depend on a number of factors including vulnerability of habitat, site location,
topography and site condition (for example, very steep or very wet), manpower and financial resources
and, if the reserve is established by agreement or lease, the wishes of the owner.

Whatever the eventual policy, it is wise to erect signs with a map that shows the access arrangements
clearly.

0. Does an LNR have to be fully accessible to the public?

A. Well managed access maximises the benefits of bringing people closer to nature, however,
there is no set requirement that LNRs should be fully accessible to the public.

Most LNRs have open access but 